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				Chapter 10

				Krypton and the End of Planet Earth

				The planet Krypton was getting very old. Planets, when they reach such a stage, can become very unstable—and that is what was happening to Krypton. For some time, ground quakes were being felt around the planet. But then, the tem-blors were getting stronger and more frequent.

					The ground movements were becoming so intense that the Council of Five met in a special session in the great Hall of Wisdom. There, they heard Jor-El, Krypton’s greatest sci-entist, speak. He tried to warn them that their planet was doomed.

				Like a Nuclear Bomb

				Jor-El explained that the core of the planet was composed entirely of uranium. For untold ages, he tried to convince them, the uranium had been becoming less stable. Very soon, every atom that made up Krypton and all material things on it would become part of an incredible nuclear chain-reaction that would result in a terrible blast that would leave nothing remaining of their planet. Krypton, he warned them, was one gigantic nuclear bomb!

					The Council of Five at first laughed at Jor-El’s theo-ry, then they ridiculed him. Finally, they said he was mad. Someone even suggested that Jor-El was trying to pull off a grand hoax so that he could take over the planet’s govern-ment.

					None of the scientists would listen, and a down-hearted Jor-El went home to his wife and infant son with a feeling of dejection and failure.

					Shortly afterward, the violent ground-quakes began—Jor-El had just finished assembling a tiny model of the giant 
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				space-ships that could be used to transport Kryptonians to the planet earth. But it was too late. The Council of Five would not listen to him, and now there was no time left to build the super space-ships.

					But Jor-El did have the model—and it was operational. He and his wife, Lara, decided they would place their son, Kal-El in the space-ship and blast it off in the direction of the planet Earth. No sooner was the little rocket air-borne than the entire planet began to quake as the result of massive, global ground tremors. Then, a chain-reaction was touched off in what was surely the largest explosion in the history of the universe.

					In moments, Krypton existed no more.

				The Last Days of Planet Earth

				In many ways, our planet earth is like the mythical planet Krypton. It seems there have always been prophets of doom who try so desperately to make us believe that our planet will soon come to an end—and they usually have some ideas of their own about what must be done to prepare for it and to be saved from it.

					Some of those prophets of doom are crackpots, for sure: they are not authorities and they have nothing concrete upon which to base their dire predictions.

					But should we not listen when we hear predictions of the end of the world from persons of authority? Or, are we as blind to the truth as were the Council of, Scientists on the planet Krypton? And who would we consider as a reliable authority?

					One of those we should listen to is Jesus Christ. In the Bible, we find His prophesies about the end of the world.

					They echo the same truths that the ancient Hebrew prophets taught and wrote about centuries and centuries ago.
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					As for reliability, the prophesies of Jesus Christ come from the same source that warned that God would destroy all living things on the face of the earth with a flood and that He would destroy the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah because of their sins.

					That same God has revealed to us that, at the close of the Church age, He someday will destroy not only all things on the face of the earth or in any given city, but that He will destroy all the heaven and the whole planet earth.

					It is mind-boggling to try to imagine seeing the entire world destroyed. We are used to seeing television reports of hurricanes and earthquakes and the terrible destructive force they have, but we can’t begin to comprehend the mighty power it would take to destroy the entire earth. The devasta-tion would be more than our minds could handle. How many millions of people will lose their lives?

					All the magnificent buildings man has constructed, all the roads he has built, the mountains he has climbed, and the seas he has sailed—everything will simply be destroyed. 	How can the seas be destroyed? And the mountains? And the heavens? Like Krypton, it could be by nuclear chain-re-action. But only God knows. He has said He will do it. And He will! However He does it, I suspect there will be no de-bris left around: the heavens and the earth and the seas will all totally disappear!

				A New Heaven and a New Earth

				In the book of Revelation, we find only a brief mention of the destruction of the heavens and the earth. John was de-scribing a vision he had just seen, when he wrote: “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea” (Revelation 21:1).
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					I think there are two reasons why John did not elaborate on the destruction of the heaven and earth: First, I doubt that there was much detail in the vision. Second, what John did see was so overwhelming, so amazing and beautiful, that it made the destruction of the heaven and earth seem almost insignificant!

					This new heaven and new earth has striking contrasts with the world as we know it today.

					The new earth, called the New Jerusalem, will be the Holy City, the dwelling place of God.

					Imagine that: God and man will be living together! “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away” (Revelation 21:4).

					God talked about His new heaven and new world centu-ries ago, revealing His plans to the prophet Isaiah:

					For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth;

					And the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind.

					But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create;

					For behold, I create Jerusalem for rejoicing,

					And her people for gladness.

					I will also rejoice in Jerusalem, and be glad in

					My people;

					And there will no longer be heard in her

					The voice of weeping and the sound of crying.

					No longer will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days,

					Or an old man who does not live out his	days; ...

					The wolf and the lamb shall graze together, and the lion shall eat straw like the ox; and dust shall be the ser-pent’s food. They shall do no evil or harm in all My holy mountain, says the Lord (Isaiah 65:17-20, 25).
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				The Holy City

				The new Jerusalem is said to be like a giant jewel: “It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal” (Revela-tion 21:11).

					As John recorded his experience in seeing the vision, he mentioned how he had looked for a temple but did not see one:

				because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it.

					Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. (See Revelation 21:22-27)

					John looked on, and the angel who had been sent to show him these things then showed him the “river of the water of life,” shining clear as crystal, and flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city.

					This, then, is a highly symbolic glimpse of the new earth and new heaven that God will create. It will be a super-city and its citizens will be super-humans. Here, the people of God will reign with their Lord for ever and ever.
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Chapter 10
Krypton and the End of Planet Earth

The planet Krypton was getting very old. Planets, when they
reach such a stage, can become very unstable—and that is
what was happening to Krypton. For some time, ground
quakes were being felt around the planet. But then, the tem-
blors were getting stronger and more frequent.

The ground movements were becoming so intense that
the Council of Five met in a special session in the great Hall
of Wisdom. There, they heard Jor-El, Krypton’s greatest sci-
entist, speak. He tried to warn them that their planet was
doomed.

Like a Nuclear Bomb

Jor-El explained that the core of the planet was composed
entirely of uranium. For untold ages, he tried to convince
them, the uranium had been becoming less stable. Very soon,
every atom that made up Krypton and all material things on
it would become part of an incredible nuclear chain-reaction
that would result in a terrible blast that would leave nothing
remaining of their planet. Krypton, he warned them, was one
gigantic nuclear bomb!

The Council of Five at first laughed at Jor-El’s theo-
1y, then they ridiculed him. Finally, they said he was mad.
Someone even suggested that Jor-El was trying to pull off
a grand hoax so that he could take over the planet’s govern-
ment.

None of the scientists would listen, and a down-hearted
Jor-El went home to his wife and infant son with a feeling of
dejection and failure.

Shortly afterward, the violent ground-quakes began—
Jor-El had just finished assembling a tiny model of the giant
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